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Assist. Partner. Reward. 		
Keith A. Butler

Are you busy fulfilling the ministry to which
God has called you? Everybody isn’t called to
be an apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor, or
teacher (Ephesians 4:11), but every believer is
called to ministry! Partner, your talents, anointing, and abilities are valuable and precious to
the kingdom of God – whether you are anointed
to preach, teach, and heal or to cook, build, and
organize. The body of Christ needs you!

24: “Nay, much more those members of the body,
which seem to be more feeble, are necessary: And
those members of the body, which we think to
be less honourable, upon these we bestow more
abundant honour; and our uncomely parts have
more abundant comeliness. For our comely parts
have no need: but God hath tempered the body
together, having given more abundant honour to
that part which lacked.”

We often put the person who stands in one of
the “five-fold” ministries described in Ephesians
4:11 in a place of honor, and we should; that is
biblical. First Timothy 5:17 says, “Let the elders
that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially they who labour in the word and
doctrine.” Of course, we honor those who deliver
the Word of God. However, your ministry is just
as deserving of honor in God’s sight! You see,
God has an assignment for every person in the
body of Christ, and everyone is honorable. Consider what Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 12:22-

Every job in the body of Christ is essential. Men may esteem some more highly than
others, but God sees them all as honorable, vital,
powerful, and holy. Paul described the great
variety of gifts when he wrote, “Now ye are the
body of Christ, and members in particular. And
God hath set some in the church, first apostles,
secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues” (1 Corinthians
12:27-28). Helps is as much an anointed ministry as that of apostle, prophet, teacher, work-
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ers of miracles, gifts of healing, pastoring, and
tongues with interpretation!

church that is in their house. Salute my well-beloved Epaenetus, who is the firstfruits of Achaia
unto Christ. Greet Mary, who bestowed much
The usher, the nursery worker, the chillabour on us. Salute Andronicus and Junia, my
dren’s, youth, or Sunday school teacher,
kinsmen, and my fellow-prisoners, who are of
the choir member, parking lot greeter,
note among the apostles, who also were in Christ
administrative assistant, sound and video
before me. Greet Amplias my beloved in the
crew, building maintenance and cleaning
Lord. Salute Urbane, our helper in Christ, and
crew are more than church volunteers.
Stachys my beloved. Salute Apelles approved
They are ministers of helps! The apostle,
in Christ. Salute them which are of Aristobuprophet, evangelist, pastor, and teacher cannot
lus’ household. Salute Herodion my kinsman.
do what God has called them to do without the
Greet them that be of the household of Narcissus,
ministry of helps.
which are in the Lord. Salute Tryphena and
Tryphosa, who labour in the Lord. Salute the
To help means to assist. One who assists gives
beloved Persis, which laboured much in the Lord.
support in another’s effort. When you fulfill your Salute Rufus chosen in the Lord, and his mother
role in the helps ministry, you support the effort and mine. Salute Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermas,
of another minister. It might be your pastor or a Patrobas, Hermes, and the brethren which are
traveling ministry like Keith Butler Ministries.
with them. Salute Philologus, and Julia, NereDon’t ever think that no one notices what you’re us, and his sister, and Olympas, and all the
doing! God sees it all and He will commend and
saints which are with them. Salute one another
bless you!
with an holy kiss. The churches of Christ salute
you. Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them
The Apostle Paul acknowledged the contribution which cause divisions and offences contrary to
of several of his helps ministers. Notice that
the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid
when Paul wrote about the helps ministers, he
them. For they that are such serve not our Lord
didn’t merely refer to them by the work they did. Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good
Their names are included in the Scriptures as a words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the
testimony to the great respect he had for them.
simple. For your obedience is come abroad unto
The names Phebe, Aquila, Priscilla, and others
all men. I am glad therefore on your behalf: but
have become part of church history because
yet I would have you wise unto that which is
they assisted Paul in his work. Look at all the
good, and simple concerning evil. And the God of
people he mentioned at the end of his letter to
peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly.
the Romans in chapter 16.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
Amen. Timotheus my workfellow, and Lucius,
“I commend unto you Phebe our sister, which is
and Jason, and Sosipater, my kinsmen, salute
a servant of the church which is at Cenchrea:
you. I Tertius, who wrote this epistle, salute you
That ye receive her in the Lord, as becometh
in the Lord. Gaius mine host, and of the whole
saints, and that ye assist her in whatsoever
church, saluteth you. Erastus the chamberlain of
business she hath need of you: for she hath been
the city saluteth you, and Quartus a brother. The
a succourer of many, and of myself also. Greet
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus: Amen” (Romans 16:1-24).
Who have for my life laid down their own necks:
unto whom not only I give thanks, but also all
The church at Rome had a great helps ministry;
the churches of the Gentiles. Likewise greet the
Paul listed 35 names in 24 verses! Did you no2
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tice that he even allowed Tertius to include his
name among the helpers? Tertius was the scribe
to whom Paul dictated this letter.

called to help the pastor do what needs to be
done. Some deacons act as overseers of giving
and finances, but they are called to handle secular details so the pastor can tend to the Word
of God and prayer. Deacons are called to help in
particular realms of the business of the church;
they get their assignments from the pastor, not
the other way around! Although the first seven
deacons were chosen specifically to serve meals
to the needy, they still had to meet stringent
spiritual requirements to qualify. They had to
be honest and full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom!

What can we learn from the people Paul mentioned? First, the word servant that describes
Phebe is diaknonos in Greek. That word is often
translated deacon. So, there were obviously female deacons in the early church. We call them
deaconesses. Everybody didn’t qualify to be a
deacon or deaconess. Consider the requirements
listed in the sixth chapter of Acts. “And in those
days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians
against the Hebrews, because their widows were
neglected in the daily ministration. Then the
twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto
them, and said, It is not reason that we should
leave the word of God, and serve tables. Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men
of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business.
But we will give ourselves continually to prayer,
and to the ministry of the word” (Acts 6:1-4).

Evidently, Phebe was an assistant to the Apostle Paul. She performed tasks that allowed him
to focus on prayer and the Word of God, and
he commended her for her work, telling the
Romans that they should help her. Paul also
acknowledged Priscilla and Aquila as helpers
of his. They, like Paul, were tent makers, who
permitted the Apostle to stay with them for a
time (Acts 18:2-3) while he preached in Corinth.
Priscilla’s and Aquila’s hospitality made the way
for Paul to minister in the Sin City of the first
century freely. Eventually, Paul moved to Justus’
house, which was next door to the synagogue.
The chief ruler of the synagogue, Crispus, and
all of his house accepted Jesus! What a breakthrough for the Gospel! Yes, Paul will get credit
for winning those souls, but so will Priscilla,
Aquila, and Justus! The harvest was so great in
Corinth that Paul stayed there for almost two
years. But he couldn’t have done that without
the ministry of helps!

Does your church have deacons and deaconesses? Different churches view their roles
differently according to their understanding
of Acts 6:1-4. When you read those verses carefully, you’ll notice a small four-letter word that
many miss – this. Churches and denominations
that overlook that word usually put deacons
in charge of all the business of the church. For
example, the church I grew up in was run by
the deacons; the pastor essentially worked for
them, and they told him what to do. However,
the context of Acts 6:1-4 does not imply that the
deacons would tell the apostles what to do. On
the contrary, the apostles had a specific job for
which they were choosing the deacons – they
were to manage the daily ministration, or what
we might call a community feeding program.

Partner, remember this – where you start serving God may or may not be your permanent position. Just get started, keep following God, and
don’t quit! Priscilla and Aquila began by helping
Paul, but they ended up as teachers of the Word
of God who taught one of the more prominent
preachers of that day. Take a moment and read
about how Priscilla and Aquila’s connection
with Paul continued as they took their ministry

The scriptural role of a deacon or deaconess is
to be an arm of the ministry of helps. They are
3
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into Ephesus. There they came upon another
fiery preacher who needed their teaching ministry.

Partner, your ministry is tied to someone else’s.
Consider once again, Aquila and Priscilla, who
traveled as helps ministers with Paul from
their home in Corinth to Syria, then to Ephesus. Once in Ephesus, Paul moved on to Antioch,
but the married couple stayed in Ephesus to
instruct Apollos in the Word of God. Apollos was
mentioned as one of the “favorite” preachers in
Corinth, but he couldn’t have fulfilled his ministry without the teaching ministry of Priscilla
and Aquila! Remember, their ministry began by
merely opening their home to the Apostle Paul!

“And Paul after this tarried there yet a good
while, and then took his leave of the brethren,
and sailed thence into Syria, and with him
Priscilla and Aquila; having shorn his head
in Cenchrea: for he had a vow. And he came
to Ephesus, and left them there: but he himself
entered into the synagogue, and reasoned with
the Jews. When they desired him to tarry longer
time with them, he consented not; But bade them
farewell, saying, I must by all means keep this
feast that cometh in Jerusalem: but I will return
again unto you, if God will. And he sailed from
Ephesus. And when he had landed at Caesarea, and gone up, and saluted the church, he
went down to Antioch. And after he had spent
some time there, he departed, and went over
all the country of Galatia and Phrygia in order,
strengthening all the disciples. And a certain
Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and mighty in the scriptures, came
to Ephesus. This man was instructed in the way
of the Lord; and being fervent in the spirit, he
spake and taught diligently the things of the
Lord, knowing only the baptism of John. And he
began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom
when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they took
him unto them, and expounded unto him the
way of God more perfectly” (Acts 18:18-26).

Don’t despise the day of small things (Zechariah 4:10)! Assist your pastor and others like us,
who are teaching the Word, doing the work and
touching the world, and watch God promote and
bless you!
Thank you for your partnership, which allows
us to do what God has called us to do. Your
ministry of helps is essential, honorable, and
commendable!

Partner, Pastor Deborah and I pray for you daily. You are important to
us. More importantly, you are important to our Lord! You are always on
our minds and in our hearts. Thank you for your continued support!
If you have a specific prayer request and would like prayer, please call us
at our KBM Partner Care Center at 248.353.3476, ext. 256. Or, if you
would like to email your prayer request, you may do so by sending it to
partners@keithbutler.org. You may also submit your prayer request
through our website at www.keithbutler.org.

Bishop Keith &
Pastor Deborah Butler
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